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Winter 2006-2007  

Naval Academy Sailing Squadron 

Commodore’s Comments 

Bullhorn 

Happy New Year – What a great year it will be! 

 

I’m CDR Jay Cavalieri ‘89 Grad and 1989 All American.  I have raced all 
types of boats at the pro/semi pro all over the country for 30 years and 
moved almost exclusively to bigger boats upon graduation.  I’m a former 
Surface Warfare officer – I served on USS MISSOURI and USS CHANCEL-
LORSVILLE and  lateral transferred to METOC (Meteorology and Ocean-
ography) at Postgraduate school.  I forecasted typhoons in the Pacific and 
ran numerous forecasting teams across the globe.  I recently transferred 
from PEO C4I at SPAWAR in San Diego where I became Acquisition Level 
III Certified.  My family arrived in Maryland in mid January.  Other than the 

weather shock, we are all very excited to be here! 

I totally and absolutely believe in the benefit of the sailing pro-
gram in the development of Midshipmen for Naval Service.  As such, the 
Sailing program is about supporting the midshipmen.   My high level goals 

are: 

 1)  Improve the quality of the training in which we provide to 

the midshipmen 

 2) Regain National and international pre-eminence in all areas of 

our programs. 

 I do not intend on making any major course corrections to the 
overall program direction in the next few months.  I do intend on doing 
my best to solidify changes made by CDR Davids and codify the Superin-

tendents vision into a long lasting program well protected against critics. 

 

Another short term goal is to apply some finishing touches to Robert 
Crown Sailing Center and the Hall of Fame.  Being a meteorologist and 
oceanographer,  I intend on installing a 24/7 weather display  in our lobby 
available for all to use.  It will contain regional satellite pictures, numerical 
model predictions, currents and observations from around the area.  I 
intend on making the library more accessible and functional for users.   
Also seating areas will be installed in the lobby and the Hall of Fame.    Mr. 
Edgar Jowett has offered to undergo the daunting task up updating the 

past trophy winners. 

 In May 2007 USNA is hosting the Inter-Collegiate Sailing Asso-
ciation National Championships.  The CO-ED  and Team Racing Champi-

onships regattas will occur the Last week of May 2007.  It will be fantastic 

to watch the best college sailors compete here on the Severn 

 The program is very excited to take delivery of our new Navy 
44 MKII.  The current expected delivery date is Summer 07.  These work-

horses will continue to be the mainstay of our training programs. 

 Another 
exciting adventure, 
we intend on fulfill-
ing, is the delivery 
of two Navy 44 MK 
1’s to the Univer-
sity of Washington 
NROTC unit.  This 
will most likely 
include an overland 
delivery to San 
Diego of two sail-
boats, a spring training event in the area and a few  sail training blocks up 
the west coast of the US as we sail to Seattle over the summer.  Those 
boats will be permanently assigned to the west coast for future USNA 
midshipmen use in the summers and University of Washington NROTC 
use during the academic year.  Those of you on the west coast who can 
assist in providing yacht club accommodations and lodging for midshipmen 

we look forward to hearing from you. 

 In the attempt to always improve we are accepting the maxi 
racer ZARAFFA into our fleet this spring.  Not yet renamed – this R/P 66 
represents the start to a Global Ocean Racing program.  This sled will 
bring our program into a new level of competition I am absolutely thrilled 
to have her.  We have had interest from individuals to have our boats 

compete in the big Ocean Races against the rest of the world.  Races such 
as FASTNET, TRANSPAC and Sydney to Hobart are events in which we 

have never competed, and as a global Navy – we should. 

 As you an see we have a very exciting year lined up for us - I am 

very happy to be here, and very proud to serve in this position. 

 

Also, I want to give a special thanks to all of our volunteers who’s com-

bined efforts generated a total of over 16,809 hours of work. 

 
 

GO NAVY! 

 

CDR Jay Cavalieri 

 

Winter results 

Sugar Bowl - 2nd out of 15 

USTRA Mid-Winter’s (for team racing) -  
Best undergraduate team racing team 6th of 30 overall! 

USTRA Mid-Winter’s (for fleet racing) - 9th of 40 

Rose Bowl - 8th of 29  
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CSNTS/Sailing 
Squadron News 

Winter Training is underway!  

The schedule can be found at: 
 

http://usna.edu/SailingTeam/training/skeds/WinterTrainingsked07.doc 
 

Contact LT Andy Guise (CSNTS Training Officer) 

for assistance (410-293-5616) email: guise@usna.edu  

Sailing Squadron makes inaugural 

voyage to St. Michaels 
 

 Midshipmen having fun, midshipmen using their boats, midship-
men honing their leadership and seamanship skills, and becoming an inte-
gral part of the Chesapeake Bay sailing community – these are the char-

ters of the emergent Sailing Squadron as it enters the new academic year. 

 The inaugural Sailing Squadron cruise to St. Michaels, MD., on 
the Eastern Shore over the Sept. 15 – 17 weekend succeeded in all of 
these categories, according to its midshipmen Sailors.  The Sailing Squad-
ron is one of the academy’s newest brigade support activities. It’s a mid-
shipmen run, non-competitive, sailing organization dedicated to giving all 

midshipmen the opportunity to get out on the water. 

 Three boats, two skippered and crewed entirely by midshipmen, set sail from Santee Basin at 5 p.m. 
Sept 15 into a cool, wet and blustery fall evening.  The squadron sailed south through the night and weathered 
a line of thunderstorms with #3 jibs and reefed mainsails before turning back north toward the mouth of the 
Eastern Bay.   Midn. 1/C Rich Mayfield, skipper onboard NA-4 Valiant validated his crew’s training when 
a standing rigging failure required them to strike their sails quickly and proceed under power the remainder of 

the weekend. 

 After a very damp evening sail, the squadron rendezvoused off of red buoy ‘84A’ at the mouth of 
the Eastern Bay and conducted a flawless restricted navigation detail through the Miles River and on to St. 
Michaels.  Turning the corner into the harbor, the three boats got a front seat view of the Saturday log canoe 
race, highlighting a wonderfully preserved tradition of Bay sailing.  Then, the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Mu-

seum hosted the squadron at their aptly named ‘Navy Point’ sea wall. 

 Taking advantage of the opportunity to 
spread knowledge of Navy Sailing and the academy in 
general, the squadron gave tours of NA-2 Courageous 

for five hours to museum patrons. 

 “The midshipmen have been a big hit today,” 
said Paul Stearns, Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum 
manager of Visitor Services. “We would love to have 

you back.” 

 Liberty in St. Michaels included a crab feast 
at the Crab Claw restaurant and an afternoon and 
evening of college football at restaurants in the area.  
The sail home Saturday fulfilled the original long range 
forecast with sunny blue skies and temperatures in the 
low 80s.   NA-2 Courageous and NA-3 Invincible en-

joyed a friendly competitive sail out of the Eastern Bay at a broad reach with #2 GENOA, STAY SAIL AND 

FULL MAINS FLYING. 

 Returning to Santee Basin the buzz centered on future Sailing Squadron cruises and ideas to get 

more midshipmen involved.  The next cruise will be to Solomon’s Island, MD., Sept. 29 through Oct. 1. 

 

LT Tony Defilippo 
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WASHINGTON - The Coast Guard reminds all boaters that beginning January 1, 2007, both 121.5 and 243 MHz 
Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRBs) are prohibited from use in both commercial and recrea-
tional watercraft.  Boaters wishing to have an emergency rescue beacon aboard their vessel must have a digital 406 

MHz model. 

The January 1, 2007, date to stop using 121.5 MHz EPIRBs is in preparation for February 1, 2009, when satellite 
processing of distress signals from all 121.5/243 MHz beacons will terminate.  Following this termination date, only 
the 406 MHz beacons will be detected by the International Cospas-Sarsat Satellite System which provides distress 

alert and location data for search and rescue operations around the world. 

The regulation applies to all Class A, B, and S 121.5/243 MHz EPIRBs.  It does not affect 121.5/243 MHz man over-

board devices which are designed to work directly with a base alerting unit only and not with the satellite system. 

This change, in large part, was brought about by the unreliability of the 121.5/243 MHz beacons in an emergency 
situation.  Data reveals that with a 121.5 MHz beacon, only one alert out of every 50 is a genuine distress situation. 
This has a significant effect on expending the limited resources of search and rescue personnel and platforms. With 
406 MHz beacons, false alerts have been reduced significantly, and, when properly registered, can usually be resolved with a telephone call to the 

beacon owner.  Consequently, real alerts can receive the attention they deserve. 

When a 406 MHz beacon signal is received, search and rescue personnel can retrieve information from a registration database. This includes the 
beacon owner's contact information, emergency contact information, and ves-
sel/aircraft identifying characteristics. Having this information allows the Coast 

Guard, or other rescue personnel, to respond appropriately. 

In the U.S., users are required by law to directly register their beacon in the U.S. 
406 MHz Beacon Registration Database at: 
 http://www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov/ or by calling 1-888-212-SAVE. Other 
users can register their beacon in their country's national beacon registration 
database or, if no national database is available, in the International Beacon Regis-

tration Database at https://www.406registration.com/. 

The United States Coast Guard is the lead agency for coordinating national mari-
time search and rescue policy and is responsible for providing search and res-
cue services on, under and over assigned international waters and waters sub-

ject to United States jurisdiction. 

Please contact your local coast guard office for further questions! 

DIGITAL EPIRBS REPLACE RADIO EPIRBS!DIGITAL EPIRBS REPLACE RADIO EPIRBS!DIGITAL EPIRBS REPLACE RADIO EPIRBS!DIGITAL EPIRBS REPLACE RADIO EPIRBS!    

Picture taken from: 

www.uscgboating.org/safety/fedreqs/ves_comm.htm 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES AT WORKYOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES AT WORKYOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES AT WORKYOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES AT WORK    
 
Your membership dues and contribution of time through NASS finan-
cially supports the sailing program in many ways.    Income is generated 
through membership dues, race entry fees, Safety at Sea Seminar, and 

room rental. 

These four revenue producing venues are very important to the sailing 
program and your support is greatly appreciated.  Listed below is the 

approximate net revenues (in parens) for each and a brief description: 

1) Membership dues and contributions ($15,000):  This net figure in-
cludes all membership income less the cost of the Bullhorn printing and 

membership supplies. 

2) Race entry fees ($1,200):  This net figure includes all the race entry 
fees collected for the three big events (Spring Race, CBYRA Race 
Week, Oxford Race) less expenses incurred to conduct the three 
events (trophies, RC lunch, etc).  In addition, the race committee con-
ducts at least seven other big regattas for the Collegiate Sailing program 
each year and we fund lunches for RC volunteers.  There is also the 
opportunity to fund professional development of volunteers for RC, 

judging, and powerboat operation. 

3)  Safety at Sea Seminar: (income varies depending upon year and at-

tendance) 

4)  Room rental ($5,000):  revenue from renting space for approved 

events 

 

This net revenue produced allows the various sailing programs to di-
rectly support the midshipmen and the volunteers who generously sup-

port the programs.   Examples of expenditures are as follows: 

 

- Sailing team shorts, shirts, and fleeces for the Varsity Offshore Sailing Team 

- Sailing Team fleece, cold weather wear, polos, and visors \ for the Intercollegiate 

Team 

- Sailing Team polos for the Junior Varsity Offshore Sailing Team 

- Polos and fleece for the CSNTS volunteers 

- Regatta BBQs and dinenrs (free for all competitors) for at least 12 different competi-

tive events annually 

- Food for the Winter and Spring Sailing Program Awards Ceremonies 

- Fales Committee Meeting lunch in the Fall and Spring 

- Public Affiars items and project such as Eastport YC Lights Parade, Navy Sailing Hall of 

fame trophy updates,  and burgees ec to give when mids are traveling to remote ports. 

 

Joni Palmer, Director of Finance and Administration 
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CSNTS LT Matthew Ahlers USN 

CSNTS Mr. Ronald Albright 

CSNTS LCDR Julie Alfieri USN 

CSNTS Mr. Louis Andors 

CSNTS Mr. Steve Beavers 

CSNTS CAPT Michael Brady USN Ret 

CSNTS Mr. Michael Brownlee 

CSNTS Mr. Bruce Buckheit 

CSNTS LCDR William Bushnell USNR 

CSNTS Ms. Regina Carpenter 

CSNTS CDR Matthew Carr USN 

CSNTS Mr. John Chiochetti 

CSNTS LCDR Michael Christman USNR 

CSNTS HT1 James Clampitt USN Ret 

CSNTS CDR Kevin Coats USN 

CSNTS LCDR Christopher Crane USN 

CSNTS CAPT George Dewhirst USN Ret 

CSNTS LCDR Russ Dorrell USNR Ret 

CSNTS LtCol Phillip Edwards USAF 

CSNTS LCDR Joel Ellingson USN 

CSNTS Mr. William Erickson 

CSNTS LT Michael Feeser USN 

CSNTS Mr. Jesse Fussell 

CSNTS LCDR Arthur Gibb USN 

CSNTS Mr. Richard Gilbert 

CSNTS CAPT Warren Graham USN 

CSNTS Mr. Richard Hardy 

CSNTS LT Adam Horn USN 

CSNTS LTC Robert Howe USA Ret 

CSNTS Capt. Charles Hulme USMC 

CSNTS LCDR John Hussey USNR 

CSNTS Mr. Larry Jasmann 

CSNTS Mr. David Kantor 

CSNTS Mr. Christopher Kelly 

CSNTS LTC Theodore Kinkel USAR Ret 

CSNTS CDR John Kircher USCGR Ret 

CSNTS LTC Raymond Knell USA Ret 

CSNTS SGM Rupert Knowles USA Ret 

CSNTS LT Paul Krieger USN 

CSNTS CAPT Kevin Latham USN Ret 

CSNTS LT William Lewis USN 

CSNTS LT Peter Logan USN 

CSNTS LCDR Marc Lucas USN 

CSNTS COL Richard Lunsford USA Ret 

CSNTS Mr. Daniel Lunsford 

CSNTS Dr. Duraid Mahrus 

CSNTS CAPT James Maitland USN Ret 

CSNTS CDR Andrew McCue USN 

CSNTS CAPT Stephen Merrill USN 

CSNTS Lt.Col. Timothy Miller USAF Ret 

CSNTS Prof. Paul Miller 

CSNTS LT Matthew Miner USN 

CSNTS LCDR Jose Morales USN 

CSNTS LT Richard Morse USNR 

CSNTS Mr. Richard Mount 

CSNTS LT Hollis Nickens USN 

CSNTS CDR Francis Novak USN 

CSNTS Ms. Lynn Ohman 

CSNTS LT Dana Peterson USNR 

CSNTS CAPT Alexander Phillips USN Ret 

CSNTS LT Bart Phillips USN 

CSNTS CDR Daniel Redmond USN 

CSNTS Mr. David Riley 

CSNTS CDR Daniel Schindler USNR 

CSNTS Ms. Kathryn  Seddon 

CSNTS CDR Donna Sengelaub USN Ret 

CSNTS Mr. Thomas Stalder 

CSNTS Lt.Col. Christopher Sullivan USMC 

CSNTS Mr. David Tassia 

CSNTS CDR Robert Tedesco USNR 

CSNTS Maj. Mark Tingle USMC 

CSNTS LCDR Andrew Ulak USNR 

CSNTS Mr. Frank Wagner 

CSNTS MUCS Robert Werntz USN 

CSNTS Mr. James White 

CSNTS CDR William Wilde USNR Ret 

CSNTS CAPT Edward Zurey 

CSNTS  

PARTICIPATING MEMBERS 2006 
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Sailing Team Defends  
South American   
Championship 
 

 A combined effort by the Offshore and Dinghy teams led to 
successful defense at the 61st Brazilian Naval Academy Regatta.  The 
team traveled to Rio de Janeiro on October 6th for two days of racing.  
MIDN 1/C Ryan Field, 1/C J Whorley, 2/C Joe Gursky, 2/C Andrea 
Bosch and 3/C James Licata sailed a J/24 on loan from the Brazilian Na-

val Academy. 

 The regatta is one of the largest in South America with sev-
eral hundred entries.  Yachts ranged in size from twelve feet to over 60 
feet.  The first day on the water did not count toward final scoring and 
served as a learning period for the team.  “The mountains that shoot 
out of the water have such a big effect on wind direction and velocity.  
They are just as steep under the water, so the current shifted very fast a 

few times along the course,” says Gursky. 

 Paying close attention to current and wind shifts, the team 
spent most of the second day catching up and passing the competition.  
“It was crazy at the start; everyone was over [the starting line].  We 
were the least over, but still over.”  Usually, boats that have a false start 

are recalled by the starting boat, but there was no recall. 

 “During the first day,” recalls MIDN Bosh, “we thought we 
were making such a great tactical move by sailing close to a mountain, 
but when we got there, the wind was really inconsistent.”  The following 
day’s course was not set close to any mountains and the team focused 

on staying in the fastest parts of the course. 

 Six other South American naval academies sent teams to the 
regatta, giving all a chance to get to know their neighbors.  The military 
teams stayed in a bunkroom with 120 Brazilian freshman 
‘Aspirantes’ (Midshipmen).  On the first morning, they were surprised 
that the Aspirantes started their day at 5:30 by hollering, running around 
and taking cold showers. 
 As an once-in-a-lifetime experience, Whorley remarks, “How 
often do you get to race against guys from Venezuela, Brazil, Uruguay 

and Argentina and then hit Rio de Janeiro afterward?” 

 

LT Rafael Deazua 

VOST COMPETES IN 
LARCHMONT, NY 
 

 Over Columbus Day weekend, select midshipmen 
from the Academy’s Varsity Offshore Sailing Team (VOST) par-
ticipated in the annual Storm Trysail Club Intercollegiate regatta 
held in Larchmont, New York.  Part of a record 240 collegiate 
sailors representing schools nationwide, the Navy team com-
peted aboard two separate boats; both Navy crews earned 3rd 

place finishes in their divisions. 

Indeed, aboard the C&C 48 Patriot, skipper MIDN 2/C 
Cullen Shaughnessy’s precise boat handling and exceptional per-
formance during starts—along with the determined efforts of his 
5-person crew—resulted in 4th place, 3rd place, and 1st place 
finishes.  Though third in the division overall, Patriot was a mere 
2 points behind winner Webb Institute and 1 point shy of over-

taking Miami of Ohio as runner-up among 8 boats. 

Similarly, the decisive leadership of MIDN 1/C Evan 
Scott and tactical prowess of his crew aboard the Navy 44 Reso-
lute produced finishes of 5th, 1st, and 4th place.  Relentless pre-
vailed in a tie-breaker, ultimately giving them honors as 3rd in the 

6 boat division. 

Saturday’s weather conditions included sizeable waves 
and winds in excess of 20 knots; as a result, spinnaker use was 
prohibited during the first two races, thus forcing competitors 
to resort to wing-on-wing sailing during their downwind legs.  In 
the final race, however, the fleet was permitted to fly spinnakers, 
making for thrilling speed and strategy upon breezy Long Island 
Sound.  Races planned for Sunday were cancelled due to an 

unfortunate lack of wind. 

All in all, the VOST sailors enjoyed a tremendous ex-
perience in Larchmont, benefiting from a well-run regatta and 
the generosity of host “sponsor families” who opened their 
homes to the team.  Without question, the team performed 

well.  

NAVY WINS 
MCMILLAN CUP…. 
ONCE AGAIN!  

 

On Saturday, 21 Oct 06, 
the first day of races for 
the McMillan Cup Regatta 
began.  Out of eight teams, 
the Navy team, led by 
Midshipman Lieutenant Joe 
Campbell, did not hesitate 
to dominate their competi-
tion, including St. Mary’s, 
University of Rhode Island, 
Coast Guard and King’s 
Point, just to name a few.  

Navy finished the first race well ahead of 
the competition.  In the second race they 
came second to URI in a heated finish.  In 
the third race, however, Navy worked up 
from behind two boats to finish first place by 
mere feet.  During the final day of racing, 22 
Oct 06, the Navy crew battled for first in the 
first two races.  However, the last race proved 
to be the Navy boat’s quintessential statement 
that they were the best—Navy finished over fifty yards ahead of the 
second place boat.  It was a great weekend for Navy, as they were 
able to work together like a well-oiled machine.  Navy Head Coach, 
Jahn S. Tihansky was noted saying “I could only watch in awe as they 
executed virtually flawlessly both days”.  Navy earned a first place in 
the McMillan Cup with a total of 8 points.  The closest competitors to 
Navy were the team from King’s Point, who came in with 25 points at 
the end of the weekend.  Sailing for Navy were 1/c Joe Campbell, 1/c 
Chris Shubert, 1/c Jaime Moreno, 1/c Gregory Nannig, 2/c John Hayes, 

3/c Will Arnest and 3/c Owen Brooks. 
 

MIDN 2/C John Hayes 

VOST News 
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During the middle of October, 6 Naval Academy midshipmen flew out 
to Long Beach, California to compete in the Lloyd Phoenix Regatta, 
which is the culmination race between the ten regional finalists nation-

wide and the U.S. Naval Academy team. 

 The Regatta was hosted 
by U.S. Sailing at the Long Beach 
Yacht Club.  This regatta transi-
tions annually between Long 
Beach and Annapolis.  Last year, 
Navy won the regatta racing its 
own 44’s.  This year, eight teams 
of seven sailors from each region 
raced the identical Catalina 37 
boats in five races over the course 
of three days.  Wind on Friday 
was moderate from the south 
west, but shifted to the west.  This 
wind shift was expected and played a huge role in determining the 
winner, because the first boats to adapt to the shift made out huge.  
There were two races, and Navy came in 10th and 3rd respectively.  
Saturday was a twenty mile distance race, testing crews’ skills at sailing 
and navigating.  Unfortunately, most of the upwind leg was on a close 
call the entire time, so it was tactically very difficult to pass boats.  

Navy kept 
in the hunt and managed to pass several boats, but could not gain any 
more water on boats ahead and finished 7th.  The final day of racing, 
Sunday, proved to be the lightest and most challenging day.  Calling 
“puffs” and adapting to ever-changing wind shifts were critical.  Navy 

managed to keep with the middle of the 
pack in both of Sunday’s races, defeat-
ing the local Long Beach team both 
times.  However, despite great efforts 
by the crew, the Navy, skippered by 
MIDN 1/C Joe Campbell, claimed 5th 
place among the eleven teams, with the 
team from Tampa, FL taking home the 
1st place trophy.  Despite not doing as 
well as last year, Navy did not feel de-
feated.  The level of competition exhib-
ited by every team was intense and 
closely matched; rarely were any boats 
separated by more than a few boat 

lengths and many of the races could have gone either way depending 
on the shifty wind.  Furthermore, all of the competitors were top-
notch sailors and displayed amazing characteristics of good sportsman-

ship and camaraderie. 

Navy Places 5th in Lloyd Phoenix 

Navy Sails on to 
Victory in  
Ft. Lauderdale 

 
The Naval Academy’s Varsity Offshore Sailing Team (VOST) took the 
top two places in the 2007 Ft. Lauderdale - Key West Ocean Race, 
Jan. 10 - 11, competing against a fleet of more than 60 boats.  The 
crews competed aboard the team’s two donated JW105 sloops, Dread-

nought and Allegiance. 
  ''It is an unbelievable feeling to travel to Florida represent-
ing the Naval Academy and finish first and second, it doesn’t get much 
better than that,'' said Midn. 3WC Andrew R. Poulin, who served as 
trimmer aboard Allegiance. ''Especially when you are in an environ-
ment and competing with individuals who do this type of race year-
round, it makes our result that much sweeter.''  
  The grueling 160-mile race started in the early afternoon 
hours in the Atlantic Ocean under ideal racing conditions with 25 plus 
knots of northeasterly wind and six - eight foot waves, according to 

VOST coach Jahn Tihansky.  ''We 
started about 30 seconds late so we 
had many boats ahead of us, the 
majority of them larger in size than 
us,'' said Midn. 1WC Reid Smythe, 
executive officer aboard Allegiance. 
''When we hit surfed our first wave 
and the boat accelerated from about 
eight - nine knots to 14 - 15 knots, I 
had to stop for a few seconds and 
take in the various sensations.''  
  According to Tihansky, the 
two boats battled the fleet and each 
other furiously, with the two swap-
ping the lead eight times in the race’s 

first 70 miles.  ''The race was very physically demanding. Everyone was 
awake the whole night [approximately 18 hours], and the high loads 
on the lines made the constant sail trim demanding,'' said Midn. 1WC 
Timothy Burchett, skipper of Dreadnought. ''We literally collapsed 
when we reached the dock after the race.''   
  According to Tihansky, at about 11 p.m. and just south of 
Key Largo, the Allegiance team spun out resulting in a blown spinna-
ker and were forced to go with their less powerful backup sail effec-
tively ending the boat against boat contest with the Dreadnought 
team.  ''After losing our spinnaker, it was important that we maintain 
mental composure and stay focused,'' said Midn. 2WC Sarah Horn, 
Allegiance trimmer. ''Our crew avoided frustration and worked hard 
together without ever giving up.''   
  The crew of Dreadnought finished out the race in the early 
morning of Jan. 11, coming in first in their division and the fleet.  Their 
efforts earned the Dreadnought team the prestigious Navigator’s 
Trophy for first place in fleet, and the Sponsor’s Trophy for best over-
all performance.  Midn. 1WC Tim Burchett skippered Dreadnought 
while Midn. 2WC John Hayes acted as the executive officer. Midn. 1WC 
Ryan Field served as the navigator, and Midn.1WC Jared Webster, Midn. 
2WC James Lawsing and Midn. 3WC Will Arnest filled the trimmer posi-
tions.  Midn. 1WC Evan Scott skippered Allegiance while Midn. 1WC Reid 
Smythe filled the role of executive officer. Midn. 2WC Mark McClure 
was the navigator and Midn. 2WC Sarah Horn, Midn. 3WC Tom Ober-
dorf, and Midn. 3WC Andrew Poulin served as trimmers. 
 

          MCSN Lussier, Trident Staff 
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MBR     Mr. Bob Holmes 

VOST Mr. Louis Andors 

VOST CDR Gene Bouslog USN Ret 

VOST Mr. Michael Brownlee 

VOST Mr. Bruce Buckheit 

VOST LCDR Michael Christman USNR 

VOST Mr. Rick Crow 

VOST Mr. Edward Dollmeyer 

VOST Mr. John Downes 

VOST Mr. Michael Dyason 

VOST CDR Richard Emmett USN Ret 

VOST LT Allen Faurot USNR Ret 

VOST CDR Harold Gamber USN Ret 

VOST Mr. Gene Gibbons 

VOST Mr. Jack Hedlund 

VOST Mr. J. Michael Henderson 

VOST LCDR Robert Holmes USN Ret 

VOST LTC Robert Howe USA Ret 

VOST Ms. Jan Jacobsen 

VOST Mr. David Kantor 

VOST Mr. Ernie Messer 

VOST Ms. Maureen Mills 

VOST CAPT Richard Morin USN Ret 

VOST Mr. Michael Ramsden 

VOST Mr. Michael Reifer 

VOST Mr. David Riley 

VOST Mr. William Stubee 

VOST Mr. Ronald Thomas 

VOST Mr. J Trammell 

VOST LCDR Andrew Ulak USNR 

VOST Ms. Joan Wheeler 

VOST Ms. Frieda Wildey 

RC Dr. Bruce Bingman 

RC CDR Gene Bouslog USN Ret 

RC Mr. Wayne Bretsch 

RC Mr. Michael Brownlee 

RC Mr. Edward Dollmeyer 

RC Mrs. Alice Dollmeyer 

RC CDR Leigh Doptis USN Ret 

RC Mr. Michael Dyason 

RC CDR Richard Emmett USN Ret 

RC Ms. Phyllis Emmett 

RC CDR John Enderle USNR Ret 

RC LT Allen Faurot USNR Ret 

RC Mr. Gene Gibbons 

RC Mr. James Hays 

RC LCDR Robert Holmes USN Ret 

RC Mrs. Marion Johnson 

RC LTC Theodore Kinkel USAR Ret 

RC COL Richard Lunsford USA Ret 

RC Ms. Maureen Mills 

RC CAPT Richard Morin USN Ret 

RC Mr. Mark Murphy 

RC Mrs. Jan Richardson 

RC Mr. Thomas Stalder 

RC Mr. William Stubee 

RC Ms. Taran Teague 

RC Ms. Frieda Wildey 

RC CAPT Francis Wright USNR 

SOC CDR Gene Bouslog USN Ret 

SOC Mr. Michael Brownlee 

SOC Mrs. Linda Brownlee 

SOC Ms. Regina Carpenter 

SOC Mr. Edward Dollmeyer 

SOC Mrs. Alice Dollmeyer 

SOC LT Allen Faurot USNR Ret 

SOC LCDR Robert Holmes USN Ret 

SOC Ms. Dawn Miller 

SOC Prof. Paul Miller 

SOC Ms. Maureen Mills 

SOC CAPT Richard Morin USN Ret 

SOC Mrs. Joan Morin 

VOST, RACE COMMITEE, AND SOCIAL COMMITEE  

PARTICIPATING MEMBERS 2006 
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 On Thursday, October 26th, seven 
members of the Naval Academy Varsity Off-
shore Sailing Team (VOST) gathered their 
gear, met at Robert Crown Sailing Center, and 
departed for the airport, each aware that they 
were embarking upon one of the defining 
experiences of their Academy careers: compe-
tition in the 26th Student Yachting World Cup 

(SYWoC), hosted in Lorient, France. 

 The beautiful and historic seaside 
port of Lorient provided an awe-inspiring 
setting for twelve intense races held over the 
course of five days.  Foggy and calm at the 
beginning of the week, the weather built into 
choppy surf with sustained twenty five knot 
winds by the end of competition on Novem-
ber 3rd.  Thirteen teams, all representing the 
premier sailing programs of their home coun-
tries, vied for the title aboard a fleet of Mumm 
30 class boats.  These fast, agile vessels made 
for thrilling races and demanded the highest 
caliber of performance boathandling from 

their crews. 

 Excited for the opportunity to rep-
resent the United States at such a prestigious 
international event, the VOST crew—led by 
skipper MIDN 2/C Culler Shaughnessy and 
included 1/C Tim Burchett, 1/C Monica Mond-
loch, 2/C Sarah Horn, 2/C Matt Recker, 3/C 
Andy Christopher, and 3/C Taylor Latham—
stepped up to the challenge and performed 
consistently well.  In fact, the Americans 
proved victorious in the regatta's single most 
important race—a nighttime distance event 
during which crews battled cold and darkness 
as they maneuvered miles around rocky 
French coastal islands.  Dedication, sailing 

know-how, and excellent navigational skills enabled the midship-
men to take first in this particular race, and they returned home 

with an elaborate trophy as evidence of this fine achievement. 

 Overall, the United States placed fifth in the regatta, 
well ahead of the sixth-placed French team and those below, 
and much more narrowly grouped with the top-tier finishers.  
The impressive Irish team, fielded by Dublin's Trinity College, 
captured first place, with Portugal, Scotland, and England round-

ing out the remaining top boats. 

 Without question, the Academy team relished the 

opportunity to travel abroad interact with such a globally di-
verse collection of skilled competitors; the Student Yachting 
World Cup was a fantastic event, and success there is not 

something these VOST midshipmen will soon forget. 

MIDN 2/C Sarah Horn 

Offshore Sailing Team Competes on 
International Stage 

US Naval Academy Sailors complete a spectacular gibe 
on a French MUMM 30 in the SYWoC Regatta in Lori-
ent, France. 

New NASS Members 

We welcome the following 
new members since the 
last issue of the Bullhorn.   
Lee Bollhorst 
Severna Park MD 
 
Catherine Burchett 
Boulder CO 
 
Dawn Carter 
Chapel Hill NC 
 
Jay Cavalieri, CDR USN 
Annapolis MD 
 
Marino diMarzo 
Bethesda MD 
 
Daniel Durbeck 
Goleta CA 
 
Andrew Durham 
Hagerstown MD 
 
Kathleen Elliott 
Silver Spring MD 
 
Zhenya Kirueshkin-Stepanoff 
Indio CA 
 
Carl Larsen 
Glen Cove NY 
 
John McGowan, LCDR USN Ret 
Arlington TX 
 
Steve Merrill, CAPT USN 
Annapolis MD 
 
Hal Moore, CDR USN Ret 
Clifton VA 
 
Dick Shakeshaft 
Annapolis MD 
 

In Memoriam 

We bid farewell  
to deceased members. 
 
Mr. Ollie Reeder 
Baltimore, MD 
Former Fales Advisor 
Died August 2006 
Member since 1987 
 
Mr. Frank Snyder 
Greenwich CT 
Fales Advisor 
Died June 2006 
Member since 1997 
 

Mr. George Tilghman 
St. Leonard MD 
Donor 
Died March 2006 
Member since 1993 

 

 

In Memoriam  

 
Dr. Samuel Wilton McFadden II 
Marion MA 
Died June 26, 2006 

 
Dr McFadden and his wife Nancy are long time 

members and supporters of NASS. Each year, beginning in the 90s 
when their son, Jesse, was a VOST Midshipman, they personally pre-
pared and hosted, at their home in Marion, an elaborate barbecue for 
not only for the VOST crews of all the Naval Academy Boats in the par-
ticipating in the Marion-Bermuda Race, but also for any guests of those 
crews For the 2005  Marion-Bermuda Race the McFadden’s hosted over 
a hundred crewmembers, coaches and guests at their barbecue at their 
lovely home in Marion. The Naval Academy Sailing Program and the 
Naval Academy Sailing Squadron have lost a true friend and supporter. 



9  

NASS Bullhorn  Winter 2006-2007 

Intercollegiate News 

Former dinghy champion com-
ments on Charlotte’s Prowess... 
 

One of 
Navy’s own sailors 
won the Janet Lutz 
Trophy by placing 
Third in the 
Women’s Single-
handed Nationals in 
Bristol, RI, on Nov 
3-5. To qualify to 
compete in this 
event Miss Hill had 
to place in the top 5 
out of 28 competi-
tors at the Mid-
Atlantic Champion-
ship, at which she 
finished a solid 2nd 
place.  It takes more 
than talent and 
determination to 
beat out the best in 
the country.  I 
know, because I 
have been there and fought hard to achieve the same honor 10 
years ago.  After meeting with Miss Hill recently to share our 
experiences competing at such a level I learned that she has 
more, she has passion. Our talk reminded me of how much time, 
energy, and focus you have to have to compete in sailing while 

attending one of the most demanding Academies in the country. 

Charlotte Hill has been training and competing in din-
ghy sailboats for the past 12 years.  She grew up in Miami, FL and 
was introduced to sailing by her parents.  For Charlotte and her 
older sister, Emily, the family past time quickly turned into a love 
for the sport of sailing.  The two Hills sisters began competing in 
Youth Regattas and soon had to start traveling outside of Florida 
in search of more competition.  I quickly learned that Miss Hill 
was talented and determined at a very early age; that along with 
support from her parents took her around the world sailing din-
ghy sailboats.  Miss Hill racked up an impressive sailing record 
during her travels.  She won the Nancy Leiter Clagett Memorial 

Trophy in 2003, making her the top-ranked Jr. Women’s Sailor in 

the country.   

 

The passion to continue to race sailboats led Charlotte 
to make the decision to sail in college at the best sailing facility in 
the country, the United States Naval Academy.  The past 2 years 
that Midshipman Hill has been training here has already proved to 
be fruitful.  Her college results earned her an All-American title 
last year.  But, that is just the beginning of her college sailing 
goals, so she continues to fine tune her game.  The biggest chal-
lenge she has overcome this year has been her ability to focus on 
each individual moment in every race.  This year she has been 
able to concentrate on and improve upon every physical and 
mental aspect of dinghy sailing.  This narrow focus has calmed her 
nerves and allowed her talent to thrive; improving the start of 
each race, her boat handling, and her mental toughness.  Over-
coming her nerves also lead to her most significant improvement 
in sailboat racing-her tactics.  She told me that she understands 
the whole race course now better than ever before.  She knows 
what needs to happen next in her game and then executes.  Al-
though she is disappointed that she didn’t win this regatta, she 
knows that she has the ability and skills to win it next year.  
Throughout her college racing career, Charlotte spars on a regu-
lar basis with her sister Emily who is a senior at Yale University.  
Charlotte bested her sister by three points at this year’s single-

handed national championship in Bristol. 

The skills Midshipman Hill has learned on the water 
have also helped her to perfect the balancing act between study-
ing for classes, developing professionally in Bancroft Hall, and 
competing in varsity athletics.  Practicing 10 hours a week and 
competing 8 weekends a semester has forced her to learn how 
to budget her time and prioritize her efforts.  The Team has 
taught her how to stay focused to get the job done, even when 
late at night studying for tests or finishing papers.  Miss Hill’s 
drive to be the best is what keeps her in the gym challenging her 
strength and conditioning.  She also takes back to the Hall her 
love of being part of a team.  According to Charlotte, her third 
place finish at the Nationals would only have been better, apart 
from winning, if the rest of the Women’s team was with her.  
They have all contributed to her success by pushing her every day 
in practice.  My experiences as a Midshipman and P-3C Plane 
Commander have convinced me that contributing to a team is a 
big part of being successful at the Naval Academy and as a Naval 

Officer. 

With three semesters still left to sharpen her skills, 
Midshipman Hill is in a great spot to achieve all of her sailing 
goals:  win Women’s Singlehanded Nationals individually and be 
part of a team that wins Women’s Dinghy Nationals.  Then she 
looks forward to the next goal in her life- to be the best Naval 

Officer she can. 

 

LT Julie Sitzmann 

Congrats to  
Charlotte Hill for 
ranking 3rd in the 

Nation! 

JOHN VANDEMOER JOHN VANDEMOER JOHN VANDEMOER JOHN VANDEMOER     

IS NEW DINGHYIS NEW DINGHYIS NEW DINGHYIS NEW DINGHY    

HEAD COACHHEAD COACHHEAD COACHHEAD COACH    
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Dinghy Team Has a  
Busy Holiday! 
 

 The Holiday break started out with the midshipman going 
back to the Sugar Bowl and back to New Orleans.  Team members 
were impressed that, with all the construction that is still ongoing, 
Southern Yacht Club continues to host outstanding events.  Sailing 
aggressively against 15 teams they posted an impressive Second Place 
finish.  Midn 2/c Dave Parker and Midn 4/c Christina Chance fought 
hard in A-Division and placed 5th.  While the team of Midn 3/c Mac 
Fletcher  and Midn 3/c Trisha Kutkiewicz were “in phase” in B-

Division, delivering a First Place finish. 

 Navy Intercollegiate Sailing also has the great opportunity to 
return to the V15 Midwinters in Stuart, FL.  A total of 6 boats were 
driven down to Florida to allow a total of 13 Midshipman to race 

against the top undergraduate and 
graduate sailors in the country 
over 3 sun-filled days.  The top 
Navy boat leading the charge was 
Midn 2/c Ian Gill and Midn 4/c 
Alaina Bussell finishing 9th out of 
46 boats.  The rest of the boats 
posted very respectful finishes 
against this stack fleet; 18th, 23rd, 

24th, 29th, and 44th. 

 Directly following the 
V15 Midwinters was the USTRA Team Racing Midwinters, also sailed 
in Stuart, FL on V15s.  This unique style of racing puts 2 teams of 3 
boats each on an unconventional course shaped in an “N” at the same 
time to battle it out for the best combined score.  Navy’s 6 boats 
allowed for 2 Team Racing Teams to battle against the some of the 
best Team Racers in the country, most of whom are college graduates.   
The were so many teams that qualifiers were held to break up the 
teams into 3 separate Fleets; Gold, Silver, and Bronze.  Navy’s first 
team sailed their way into the Gold Fleet and found themselves to be 
the only undergraduate team represented.  This impressive achieve-

ment allowed them to place 6th out of 21.  Navy’s second team placed 

3rd in the Bronze Fleet, giving them an overall finish of 15th. 

 Traveling a little farther away, some of the Midshipman en-
joyed sailing in the biggest regatta in college sailing with 29 teams, the 
Rose Bowl, hosted by USC in Long Beach, CA.  Team Captain Midn 1/
c Gary Grimes led Midn 2/c Kristen Sprout, Midn 4/c Bryan Rigby, and 
Midn 4/c Tina Pryne to an outstanding 8th place finish out of 29 com-
petitors.  With light conditions and sailing against top college sailors 
from all over the country they are proud of their 6th place finish in A-

Division and 9th in B-Division. 

 Although it may not sound like it but this is the “Off Season” 
for the Navy Dinghy Team.  I don’t think the Midshipman got the 
memo though because even after the busy holiday the team is sending 

representatives to the following regattas: 

 Interclub Midwinters, hosted by SSA, Annapolis, MD 

 420 Midwinters, Stuart, FL, qualifier for Youth Worlds 

 Laser Midwinters, Clearwater, FL, ISAF Grade 1 event. 

 

LT Julie Sitzmann 

 For the past two years, since sub-
mitting a successful bid, the Naval Academy 
Sailing Center has been preparing to host the 
2007 Inter-Collegiate (ICSA) Team Racing and 
Coed Dinghy National Championships.  The 
ICSA is the national organization of college 
sailing and it holds six championships each 
year.  Over 180 college teams train and com-
pete in qualifying events to earn one of the 
fourteen spots in the Team Racing Champion-
ships and one of the eighteen spots in the 
Coed Dinghy Championships.  The excitement 
in the Robert Crown Center (RCC) is already 
starting to build as this is Navy’s first hosting 

of this event since 1981. 

 The events start the day after 
USNA’s graduation on May 26th and continue 
through the Memorial Day weekend to end on 
Friday, June 1st.  There will be three sailing 
events, two banquets, one all day meeting 

(ICSA Annual Meeting) 
which will be held at the 
Naval Support Activity 
Annapolis, the Robert 
Crown Center, and vari-
ous venues on the Acad-

emy yard. 

 All competitor boats and support 
craft used will be provided and managed by 
RCC Staff.  Naval Academy Sailing Squadron 
Volunteers will augment Midshipman and RCC 
Staff in managing the competition and running 
the racing courses.  The first two days of 
Team Racing will be held out of the way of the 
Memorial Day recreational boats in the cove 
directly south of the Naval Support Activity.  
The last day of Team Racing and all of Coed 
Dinghy Nationals will be held directly off the 
RCC sea wall, providing excellent spectating.  
But, if you aren’t able to check out the excite-
ment in person you can watch it on TV!  The 
ICSA has a contract with ESPNU to film the 
regattas with Gary Jobson as the commenta-

tor. 

 

LT Julie Sitzmann 

USNA to Host  
2007 Inter-Collegiate Sail-

ing Team Racing  
& Coed Dinghy  

National Championship 
IC Mr. Jeff Borland 

IC Mr. Angelo Buscemi 

IC LCDR Keith Davids USN 

IC Mr. Hugh Elliot 

IC Mr. Greg Fisher 

IC Mr. Gregory Hryniewicz 

IC Mr. Whitney Jones 

IC CDR John Kircher USCGR Ret 

IC Mr. Peter Levesque 

IC LCDR Susan Minton USNR 

IC Mr. Michael O'Bryan 

IC Ms. Holly O'Hare 

IC Mr. Luke Ritter 

IC LCDR John Schedel USN 

IC Mr. Daniel Wittig 

IC PARTICIPATING 

MEMBERS 2006 
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Navy Wins at 
Lights Parade! 
 
A typically chilly evening was warmed by the lights of passing sail-
boats and motorboats decorated with festive colors during East-
port Yacht Club’s Annual Lights Parade which took place on Sat-
urday, December 9th.  Boats of all shapes and colors came out to 
display their creativity and the Naval Academy certainly repre-
sented itself well. 

 This year Navy Sailing entered two boats in the compe-
tition.  Bold featured the Naval Academy Sailing Squadron (NASS) 
burgee (seen below), which was created and exhibited in last 

year’s Lights Parade.   
  This year’s new entry was organized by Craig Patterson, 
of the Naval Academy Cuttershed. The new entry was an approxi-
mately 20ft long two dimensional replica of an F/A-18 Blue Angel.  
The display on Challenger was a real crowd pleaser and was so 
well received that the judges awarded it with the “Commodore’s 
Choice Award.”   
  The two entries this year were remarkable.  Skippering 

Bold, MIDN 1/C Rich Mayfield represented the Sailing Squadron 
and CSNTS contingent.  MIDN 1/C Joe Campbell, Varsity Off-
shore Sailing Team Captain, skippered Challenger with teammates 
aboard.  Hot cider and cocoa were available alongside the seawall 
next to the Visitor’s Center and was a necessary addition for the 

folks watching from the shore.   

 

 
LT Larry Williams 

JV Offshore Competes! 
Beautiful blue skies and 15 knots were an uncommon but welcoming 
change for October on the Severn, and it was welcomed by a fleet of 
Navy 26 Keelboats during the Navy Keelboat Promotional Regatta on 
October 21-22.  The JV Offshore team competed well in their first and 
only collegiate level competition of the fall season, which was a tribute to 
their hard work and eagerness to learn the art of sailboat racing.  Placing 
4th in the regatta, the Navy team rotated crews and skippers to give eve-
ryone an opportunity to compete.  MIDN 4/C Evan Trant performed 
particularly well receiving a 1st in one of the final races.  The rest of team 
was hardly sitting around watching.  Allan Terhune, JV Head Coach, had 
the team involved in every aspect of the race committee from mark 
boats, starting line, and umpiring.  Concurrently, the JV team helped ad-
minister the Intercollegiate team’s MAISA Sloop Championship Regatta 
and gained some perspective into their racing.  The JV team learned a vast 
amount of information, which contributed considerably to their overall 
future performance as future leaders on the Varsity Offshore Sailing 

Team. 

 

LT Larry Williams Allan Terhune performing as Race Commit-
tee Chairman with help of JV team.  
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_____________________ 

Official Business 

NASS Spring Sailing Calendar 
 

 

CSNTS Spring Break Trip to San Diego –      09 – 17 March 

Navy Spring Women’s –        10 – 11 March 

Truxton Umsted Regatta –        17 – 18 March 

Intrepid Cup –          07 - 08 April 

JV Promotional Regatta –        14 – 15 April 

NOOD Regatta –         27 – 29 April 

NASS Spring Race –         05 – 06 May 

VOST DELMARVA -         11 – 14 May 

ICSA College Nationals -        26 May – 01 June 

Annapolis to Newport Race –        01 – 04 June 


