Introduction to LON-CAPA

(D. Hartley May 24, 2007)

LON-CAPA is essentially a combination of BlackBoard and WebAssign, but hopefully you will like it better than both.  It will contain web-based homework problems and other essential information for the course.  Let’s get started…

Open your web browser and go to http://capa.mathsci.usna.edu.  You should see the LON-CAPA login page.
Your username and initial password is your alpha number.  (Do not change the domain.)

You should see the Syllabus page, which will always be the first page.

Changing Your Password

Click on Main Menu at the top of the page.  Then click on PREF, followed by clicking on Change Password.  Follow the directions…

Doing Your Homework
At the top of the page you should see the text Navigate Contents.  Click on this, then you should see a list of web pages – including the syllabus page, and likely at least one homework page that your professor has created (probably labeled as HW1).  Your professor will add more homework pages and possibly other useful things (homework or test solutions, notes, etc.) as the semester goes on, so you will usually start by clicking Navigate Contents.  Click on a homework page.
Each problem displays how many points it is worth and tells you how many tries you are allowed (as well as how many you used).  For problems with numerical answers, you will usually have 12 tries.  For multiple choice and true/false questions, it will be less than 12.

In LON-CAPA you must enter the correct significant figures and units before it grades your answer.  If you do not, LON-CAPA tells you why you messed up and does NOT take away a try (much better than WebAssign!).  When you click Submit Answer, only the problems answered will be graded.
Numerical answers and units:

If your answer is 2.55 cm: enter 2.55 cm or 0.0255 m or 25.5 mm.

If your answer is 1.52 ×105 m/s2: enter 1.52E5 m/s^2.
If your answer is 2.33 × 10-9 N: enter 2.33E-9 N or 2.33E-9 kg*m/s^2.

You can also use the 


 and 
 buttons to go forward and backward between homework pages.  The other buttons on top of the page are self explanatory and you may use them if you wish.
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